Q WSA Glow-in-the-dark fabric will take its sporting chance

The merging together of sport and lifestyle continues. This is one of the main conclusions the
organisers of ispo Winter 2008 have drawn from this most recent edition of the outdoor and

sports apparel and equipment exhibition.

Image and beauty the big
pluses at ispo Winter 2008

he event took place over four days at
the end of January in the Munich
exhibition complex and attracted
64,000 visitors to the 2,000 exhibitor
stands.

A packed programme included
recognition of innovation across the
outdoor sector with the ispo Brand New
awards, for which WSA manager, lan

Wilkinson, was one of the judges. There were
261 entries in all, representing 26 countries, a
rise of 13% compared to ispo Winter last year.

The panel picked out seven category winners
and one overall winner, the Quantya FMX
dirtbike, a machine that works without noise or
exhaust fumes, invented by a team of young
entrepreneurs from Switzerland.

The DuPont Hardware Winter Award went to
a UK invention, Ski-Mojo, a support structure
that skiers can wear under their clothing to ease
the strain on their muscles. The manufacturers
claim that the device reduces the load on the
quadriceps and knees by up to 30%, which
should allow people to make more of a day on
the slopes.

Switching seasons, the YKK Hardware
Summer Award went to the Hillracer Cross, a
vehicle that serves as a cross between a go-kart
and a toboggan for use in the mountains and
forest trails when there is no snow.

The Sportswear Award, sponsored by
Coolmax, went to P2i's ion-mask technology,
which featured in the September-October 2007
issue of WSA. Using a special, proprietary
plasma treatment in a special chamber, this
water-resistant coating makes footwear (and
clothing) waterproof without compromising
breathability or adding extra weight.

The Creora Style Award went to Dutch
designer Eleonore de Ruuk . Simply put on the
hood-belt with jeans and T-shirt, and basic
becomes fashion. Ms de Ruuk's thing is hoods.
She believes in adding a hood to backpacks, ties,
belts or anything else a person might wear every
day to give a new look.

The next Brand New prize on the list was the
Style Accessories Award, which has Nilit as its
sponsor. NAT-2 was the winner at ispo Winter
2008 for its convertible footwear concept.
Sneakers can quickly become an open-back
summer shoe. Two shoes in one is the
minimum; one model offers six options.

Next up was the YKK Hardware Accessories
Award, which this year went to Snowpulse, the
brainchild of two young entrepreneurs from
Switzerland, Yan Berchten and Pierre-Yves
Guernier. They have developed an avalanche
rescue system in the form of an airbag that is an
integrated part of the backpacks climbers,
walkers and cross-country skiers carry with them.

The Askin Accessories Award went to
Catharina Wikstrom from Sweden for her simple
but beautiful idea to put maps of ski slopes onto
a modern-day kind of scroll that participants in
winter sports will be able to unfurl and read
easily, without removing their gloves. The maps
are printed on tear-proof paper.

This year's ispo winter incorporated the Volvo
SportsDesign Forum into the timetable of the
main event, which was a departure and a strain
on the agendas of quite a few people who
attempted to attend both.

ispo Winter 2008 was a
great success, attracting
64,000 visitors to the
Munich exhibition site.

-

W Darren Jacklin/ispo
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YKK Hardware Accessories Award: Snowpulse.

Nevertheless, there could be no doubt that the
forum, once again, represented an opportunity
to gain insight into the latest thinking on design
in the outdoor and sports arena, with the focus
this year firmly on sustainability.

This was the theme for the Volvo SportsDesign
Awards 2008 too, with the winners including
other technologies that we have covered in WSA
before, such as the Outdry embedded
membrane waterproofing system for footwear
from Nextec. Patagonia received an award for
being ‘eco-brand’ of the year.

The event was an unquestionable success for
the organisers and they are already looking
forward to ispo Winter 2009, which will take
place from February 1-4 next year. However,
they have recently decided to cancel ispo
Summer as a standalone show. The full details
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have yet to emerge. An initial response to our
enquiries has failed to yield any real extra
information, but the implication is that the
success of the Outdoor Retailer event in
Friedrichshafen has forced a re-think in Munich.

The official statements we have seen so far
have said: “Two changes are characterising the
industry. On one hand, strong segmentation in
individual areas such as running, outdoor,
canoeing and kayaking, sourcing, and so on,
with their own actors, order periods, industry
demands as well as lifestyles. On the other hand
we have rapidly progressing international-
isation.”

Maybe this is the same as saying that attempts
to put everything together under one roof were
working less well than in past years. Perhaps you
can have too much of a good thing. &
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On snow demonstrations of ispo Brand New Award winners
in Seefeld, Tirol in Austria.

@ Alex Schelber/ispo
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