4% WSA A logical combination

When fibre manufacturer Advansa developed a
new product that combined the thermo-
buffering qualities of Thermolite and the
moisture-management capabilities of Coolmax,
it seemed obvious to call it after both.

A logical
combination

arlier this year, fibre producer Advansa

launched a major new product onto the
P market, adding new functionality to the
‘ offering it has in place already for fabric
‘ and garment manufactures and outdoor

‘ and sports apparel brands.

‘ Already the manufacturer of fibres for
‘l Thermolite and Coolmax fabrics, the

company has now added the name
ThermoCool to its list of products. As the name
suggests, this new fibre serves to provide
insulation and evaporate moisture, combining
the properties of the two existing products.

Advansa’s contention is that this
multifunctionality, along with environmental
awareness, is what consumers are asking for
most loudly and most frequently these days.
Although it's the company’s clients that face
consumers most directly, it spends a great
deal of time tapping into consumers’ mood.

“Our internal structure means that each
branded business in the company is a
multidisciplinary team, comprising people
from production, sales, product development
and marketing,” explains Jordi Lépez,
manager for the branded apparel segment.
“Every time the team gets together to discuss
issues that affect the brand, all our focus is on
demand from the market.”

His company’s role, he makes clear, is to
supply solutions that fit what garment makers
and brands “are actually asking for”.
Interacting with these customer organisations
is driven by what he describes as Advansa’s
commercial first line, basically its marketing
and sales network.

Because these people are in constant touch e I e
with clients, they “feel the full force of what
customers really want”, Mr Lopez says. It's only
logical to think that these customers, in turn,
are responding to the needs of the consumers
they sell to. @ Advansa.
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Fresh and green

To help meet the second big demand from
end consumers, environmental awareness,
Advansa is offering several forms of
ThermoCool. The regular one is the standard
polyester product, but there is also
ThermoCool Fresh—the same polymer, with
silver ions added for anti-bacterial
functionality—and ThermoCool Eco.

The Eco version, the manufacturer says, is
specifically for customers who are concerned
about the environment. In this case, a
significant proportion is made from renewable
resources, such as vegetable crops, instead of
petrochemical derivates.

“These days everyone is pro-environment,”
Mr Lopez continues, “but it can put people off
when they see that ‘eco’ products are more
expensive, or that ‘eco’ fabrics do not deliver
the right performance or are unstable. We
believe that, in the case of ThermoCool Eco,
this will not be the case because it is based on
innovative technical solutions that did not exist
in the past.”

He says there has been as much interest in
the Eco version of the new polymer since the
launch as in the normal version. Advansa
started supplying fabric mills in February and
knitters are also showing great interest. These
companies are likely to have finished product
to show their customers later this year, so that
we might begin to see the material in finished
garments in 2009.

It will be easy to tell if a garment maker has
chosen to use the Eco version of ThermoCool
because it will have its own hangtag, depicting
a leaf to emphasise the green theme.

Year-round suitability

Mr Lopez explains: “We expect to see first-
layer garment ranges first, but garments for
all-year round sport will follow. One of the
advantages of ThermoCool is that it allows our
clients to make garments with multi-seasonal
functionality.”

This ability to adapt to every environment, to
every season, led Advansa to use the
salamander as the symbol for ThermoCool.
Legend suggests that salamanders can survive
the coldest of winters but also can walk
through fire without harming themselves. This
“dual function” is what attracted Advansa to
the image. Specifically, it used a fire
salamander on posters to launch the fabric,
with the words: ‘Nature loves contrast... you
will love them too'.

One of the keys to its ability to cope with
opposite extremes is that its structure provides
a larger than usual surface from which
moisture can evaporate, helping heat-stricken
wearers cool down. At the same time, hollows
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EVAPORATION

MULTI-CHANNEL

in the fibres and channels between them
provide thermo-buffering and protection
against post-excercise chill.

“The yarns are a combination of channelled
fibres with hollow fibres in cross-section,” Jordi
Lopez says. “When we're hot, we perspire, but
the heat energy can also help moisture to
evaporate on the added area ThermoCool
provides.”

He offers the analogy of choosing—for the
purposes of heating some water—between a
bowl made of iron and weighing two kilos and
another receptacle made of a modern alloy, a
metal structure but with hollows built in. The
second one conducts the heat more directly
and will heat the water faster for the simple
reason that there is less metal to heat first.
ThermoCool’s mix of hollows and channels
means the heat we generate can reach
moisture more directly and help it evaporate.

Mr Lépez says his company wasn’t really
looking to make a connection between its two
existing products to come up with a new
polymer that combines the benefits of both.
“We got some hints,” he continues, “but when
we looked at it in detail it showed advantages
we were not expecting. But it took years,
more than two years, for us to get to where
we are now.”

The company’s immediate task, according to
Mr Lépez, is to put plenty of energy into
establishing ThermoCool. “We want it to be
live in brands, live in products,” he says. “But
we expect to improve the product and we're
already working on the next generation of
it.“We are extremely optimistic about the
future of ThermoCool.” &
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The new polymer offers
high levels of moisture

management to help
warm wearers stay

cool, and also thermo-

buffering to prevent
post-exercise chill.

® Advansa.
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